$ep-25~2001 09:34am  From-FDA / ORM 301-443-7270 T-247  P.0D2/003  F-233

This memorandum is entered into in connection with the agreement executed by Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) on October 25, 2000 and by National Treasury
Employees Union (NTEU) on November 6, 2000 concerning uniforms for personnel
conducting import activities,

The parties agree that, notwithstanding the above-mentioned agreement, the FDA is
permutted to authorize such deviations from the preseribed uniform policy as are
necessary to provide reasonable accommodation for bona fide religious beliefs,
Specifically, the FDA will authorize deviations where: 1) an employee has a bona fide
religious belief which conflicts with the uniform policy; 2) the employee informs the
FDA of that religious belief and requests an accommodation; and 3) the accommodation
is reasonable (i.e., it does not impose an undue hardship on the agency),
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