Dear NTEU 282 Member,

At our March 15, 2007 Executive Board meeting, we voted to approve a merger with Chapter 291 FDA-Baltimore District Office.  As you know, Chapter 291 is relatively small, but concentrated in Baltimore, with satellite locations in DC, Maryland and Virginia.  I believe and the Board unequivocally concurs, that merging with Chapter 291 will increase both Chapters’ leverage when negotiating with FDA.  It has always been my sincere belief that a stronger membership effectively enhances our ability to achieve a better workplace environment for federal employees.  

As a valued member of Chapter 282, I would enjoy the opportunity to hear any comments or concerns you may have about the merger.  In order to better assist you with obtaining information on Chapter 291, the Executive Board has posted a fact sheet on www.nteu282.org.  Once you have reviewed this material, please e-mail your comments to me at bernice.friedlander@fda.hhs.gov.  After I have reviewed your comments, we will be conducting a referendum, which will be held sometime in the near future.  The purpose of the referendum is to determine whether or not to merge with Chapter 291.  If a simple majority of the Chapter members vote in favor of the merger, National President, Colleen Kelley, would redefine Chapter 282’s jurisdiction to include the membership of Chapter 291.  

I look forward to hearing your comments and/or concerns regarding the proposed merger with Chapter 291.  Again, I support the merger and the much needed support it will provide to our fellow NTEU members at Chapter 291.

Sincerely,

Bernice Friedlander

Chapter 282 President    

