Legislative Conference Review
TO: Chapter Presidents and Legislative Coordinators

RE: Legislative Conference Review

SUMMARY: A recap of the events that constituted the 2005 “A Force for Fairness” Legislative Conference. Brief information on this year’s speakers, workshops, and legislative issues is discussed below.


Between February 28th and March 3rd, almost 350 NTEU members took part in the Annual NTEU Legislative Conference. The theme of this year’s conference was A Force for Fairness. As in previous years, participants attended workshops, heard speeches from key policymakers, met with lawmakers on Capitol Hill, and learned about issues of prime importance to NTEU’s legislative agenda. Additionally, the conference included several special events attended by many conferees. I would be remiss if I did not also mention that this year we had a very large number of first-time conference attendees! 

The 2005 conference began on the evening of Monday, February 28th with a very well attended legislative update session that included the basics of how to talk with Members of Congress about NTEU’s issues. On Tuesday morning, the conference began with a teleconference with Senator John Kerry (D-MA) whose flight from Boston was cancelled due to snow. On Tuesday evening conferees gathered at the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial for the Annual Customs Vigil. The vigil featured remarks from Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff, former Under Secretary of Homeland Security Asa Hutchinson, and Deputy Commissioner of Customs and Border Protection Deborah Spero. Names of each Customs officer killed in the line of duty were read aloud and candles were lit in their memory. 

On Wednesday morning I had the opportunity to testify before the House Committee on Government Reform concerning the final Department of Homeland Security (DHS) personnel regulations that were released on February 1 of this year. My testimony highlighted the fact that the final regulations fail to meet the Homeland Security Act’s (HSA) statutory mandates of protecting DHS employees’ collective bargaining and appeal rights. NTEU is committed to providing Congress with the facts on why the final regulations do not meet the statutory requirements of the HSA. This is a big issue for NTEU and our members and something you will be hearing a lot more about in the days and weeks ahead.
On Wednesday’s frigid afternoon, conference attendees rallied on the west lawn of the U.S. Capitol with Minority Whip Steny Hoyer (D-MD) and Congressman Rob Simmons (R-CT). This rally gave NTEU members and staff a chance to be seen and heard on issues that are important to them. Later that evening, conference attendees gathered and mingled with Members of Congress at the Rayburn House Office Building Foyer for the annual NTEU Congressional Reception. 

On the final day of the conference, attendees were addressed by Senator Paul Sarbanes (D-MD). During this closing luncheon, nine chapters from around the country were awarded with plaques to recognize and congratulate them on participation and success in NTEU’s POWER Program. 

Amidst all the above activities, conference attendees were busy making stops at the offices of Members of Congress. In all, over 300 Congressional offices received visits and fact sheets from NTEU members! These face-to-face meetings are critical in getting our message heard by lawmakers at the highest level and certainly reminded Capitol Hill of the power of NTEU and our federal employee members. When conference attendees were between appointments, they spent time at the conference site attending a variety of workshops with NTEU staff. Workshops on homeland security, federal health and benefit issues, contracting out, electronic research tools, and a media room gave members the chance to learn about subjects that they were unfamiliar with or to brush up on the finer points of familiar topics.

The 2005 Legislative Conference focused on a handful of issues before this year’s Congress that will be of particular importance to NTEU members and all federal employees. I have included the fact sheets that were distributed at the conference as an aid to help better familiarize you with the legislative matters that NTEU is working on. These fact sheets are identical to the ones that our members used in their lobbying visits to Capitol Hill. I hope you find them useful and informative, and I encourage you to use them on your own visits with your own Members of Congress throughout the year.

Finally, thank you for all your efforts in promoting and participating in the 2005 NTEU Legislative Conference. By all accounts the conference was an unqualified success due to the energetic participation of all who attended. Strong chapter leadership is vital to NTEU’s ability to engage its members in effective and educational national events. I thank you for providing that leadership. For more information on the conference and NTEU’s legislative activities, go to www.nteu.org. 



Colleen M. Kelley
National President
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